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THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS 
IN PENNSYLVANIA 

1865 

A Bibliographical Note 

by 

Maxwell Whiteman 

In the final months of the Civil War, Northern blacks articulated their 
demands for full equality and convened to make known their views. In 
Pennsylvania, seventy-one highly capable men met in Harrisburg to spell 
out a program whose main theme was equal rights for 60,000 blacks 
who contributed more soldiers to the Union Army than the combined 
number of any two states. In addition, the delegates at Harrisburg 
appealed again to the legislature to restore to black Pennsylvanians the 
right to vote. 

The equal rights theme of the Pennsylvanians was inspired by an 
earlier National convention of "Colored Men" held in Syracuse, N.Y., 
in October, 1864. At that time the National Equal Rights League was 
organized. Members of the various states present were urged to establish 
local auxiliaries. Twenty-two were established in various parts of 
Pennsylvania with the greatest number in Philadelphia. 

Many issues came under discussion by the Pennsylvania members of 
the State Equal Rights' Convention. Among the subjects on the agenda, 
were the exclusion of black people from public accomodations 
especially street railway transportation; the exclusion of colored people 
from barber shops operated by blacks who catered to whites and the 
insistance that black teachers teach black students, for they best under- 
stood the educational needs of children. (A century later this relevant 
subject is still debated). They also asked, if Germans could command 
German soldiers of the Union Army, and Irishmen could command 
Irish soldiers, why blacks could not lead blacks in a cause to which they 
were wholeheartedly committed? 

The three secretaries responsible for the publication of the Pro- 
ceedings were Octavius V. Catto who was killed a few years later by an 
assassin's bullet because the right to vote had been restored, Alfred M. 
Green one of the first spokesman for recruiting black troops for the 
Union and Joseph C. Bustill a direct descendent of a family contem- 
porary with the first English settlement in what became the City of 
Philadelphia. 
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Proceedings of the National Convention of Colored Men, 
held in The City of Syracuse, N.Y., October 4, S, 6, and 
7, 1864. . .{Boston 1S64), 36, 39. For a brief sketch 
of Catto see W.E.B. DuBois, The Philadelphia Negro. . . 
(Phila., 1899), 40-42; Alfred M. Green, Letters and 
Discussions on the Formation of Colored Regiments and 
the Duty of Colored People in Regard to the Great 
Slaveholder's Rebellion (Phila., 1862). Copy from the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

§Ms f pal Sigpu' tefientimi, 

COLORED PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
lai ei'nr or hakhisbtjug 

FEBRUARY 8TS, 9th, and 10th, 1865, 



A FEW OF THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED SUGGESTING THE 
NECESSITY FOB HOLDING THE CONTENTION, 



ADDRESS OF THE COLORED STATE CONVENTION 
To the People of Penngylvania. 



FEINTED FOR AND BY ORDER OP THB CONVENTION. 
1365. 
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To the members and friends of the Femntylvania 
State Equal Right*' Convention. 

FELLOW CITIZENS— 

The Committee, to whom wa= referred the matter of collecting, 
arranging and publishing the proceedings of the Contention, after having 
carefully revised and corrected the various document! placed in their hands by 
the Convention, would respectfully submit the following as their Report. 

Yours fraternally, 

OCTAVIL'3 V. C.ATTO, ) 

ALTON) M. GREEN, I C ™ 7fM °" 
L Publication. 
JOSEPH C. DISTILL, ) 
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PROCEEDINGS OF 

THE STATE EQUAL RIGHTS' CONVENTION OK 
THE COLORED MEN OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

HELD IX THE CITY OF HARRISBURG, 

FEBRUARY 8tu, Dm, ud Huh, 1SC5. 



In accordance with a call issued by the Pennsylvania State E<\a::\ 
Rights' League, the Convention was convened in the fnion Wesleyan 
Chureh, Ilarrisburg, on Wednesday morning, February Sth, at 
10 o'clock. 

Mr. William Nesbitt of Altoona, Vice President of the State League, 
called the Convention to order, and by common consent, acted as its 
temporary Chairman, and Mr. Octavius V. Catto, of 1'hiladeiphia, as 
Secretary. 

By invitation of the Chairman, the Rev. John Price uf II arris buy jr. 
offered a prayer for the guidance and blcssirg of God during the dc 
liberations of the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. Vance, the Convention appointed (he fal- 
lowing gentlemen a Committee on Credentials: — 

CHARLES II. VANCE, uf Ilarrisburg, 
0. L. 0. HUGHES, of ffarrisbwg, 
MOSES ISROWN, of Hullido^hu^, 
WILLIAM COOPElt, of Phihtdelphia, 
JAMES DAVENGEU, of Vinson. 
The first sis scats across the front of (he Church, were, on mot Sun 
of Mr. A. AI. Green, set apart for the accommodation of the members 
of the Convention. 
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On a motion of Mr. A. M. Green, Mr. David B. Bowser of Phila- 
delphia was called upon to address the Convention while the Committee 
on Credentials were preparing their report 

Mr. Bowser proceeded to show the bright promises for the future 
which are everywhere now evident, and urged the importance of a 
strong and united effort for the purpose of securing our political rights 
throughout this Commonwealth. He hoped that from the proceedings 
of this Convention, the white citizens of the whole State would be 
made acquainted with tha noble deeds and heroism of the Colored 
American ; that we would make prominent the facts upon which we 
base our claims for equal and exact justice. The speaker enforced 
the necessity for organized action, — such, that when we return to oar 
homes, every man shall feel it to be his duty to work earnestly and 
persistently for the furtherance of the great and glorious objects for 
which this Convention has been convened. 

Mr. Daniel Williams of Hollidaysburg, was the next to address the 
Convention, on motion of Mr. R. M. Adger. He expressed himself 
as fully satisfied of the importance which attaches to the actions and 
proceedings of this body, and hoped that our actions would be har- 
mouius and tend to the advancement of the cause of our people in this 
State. 

On motion of Mr. D. D. Turner, Mr. John Q. Allen of Philadelphia, 
was called upon to make a few remarks. The gentleman spoke very 
briefly and hoped that the blood of the Negro, shed upon the fields of 
this rebellion, would prove sufficient to wash away the obstacles which 
prevent us from the enjoyment of our political rights. 

Mr. J. J, Wright of Wilkesbarre, was next called out, on motion of 
Mr. P. N Judah. He believed that what we have come here to ask is, 
that there shall be restored to as, tut which was unjustly wrested from 
us in 1838, — the right of Franchise. We have come to ask that onr 
white fellow-citizens may act as though they believed in their own 
Declaration of Independence, and especially in its assertion, that all 
men are equal. 

On motion of Mr. C. B. Gordon, Mr. Aaron Still of Reading, ad- 
dressed the Convention. The speaker urged ihe importance of imme- 
diate action, — he thought that this was the opportune time, and that 
we should not allow the shedding of our brother's blood to be in vain. 
He maintained that there was some equivalent due the black mau for 
'■•a life and services, and that we should exert ourselves to receive it 
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Rev. E. Weaver spoke next. The Reverend gentleman held forth 
earnestly upon the righteousness of the cause which called in together: 
be knew that the fact of our assembling had gone abroad over the Slate , 
and urged that we proceed to business as wise and earnest men lit 
referred to the good which had resulted from the labors of John Brown 
Wendell Phillips, Charles Sumner and the other champions of Liberty, 
:ind to the recent constitutional amendment abolishing Slavery, — to 
the admission of John S. Rock to practice in the Supreme Court, and 
declared it as his opinion that we were moving onward and our cause 
progressing. 

The Committee appointed on Credentials made the following Report. 
This Roll includes all those subsequently reported from the Committee, 
itud those elected Honorary members by the Convention. 

PITTSBURG. 
JOHN PECK, Equal Rights' League. 

t; GORGE B. VASHON, 

A. J. BILLOWS, 

WILLIAM H. SIMPSON, " " 

A. W. DUNLAP, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
JOSEPH C. BUSTILL, Sixth District Equal Rights' Leagut, 

OCTATIUS V. CATTO, " " " " 

JAMES R. GORDON, " " " " " 

ALFRED S. CASSEY. Fifth " " '• " 

DAVIS D. TURNER, " " " " 

WILLIAM COOPER, 

JAMES W. PURNELL, ' " 

PHILIP N.JUDAH, " " 

JOHN Q. ALLEX, Fourth " 

(.'HARLES B. GORDON, ' 

DAVID B. BOWSER, Third " 

REDMAN FATJSET, " " " " " 

ALFRED M GRKEN, Stat*. " " ■' 

ELISHA WEAVER 

WILLIAM D. FORTEN, Ladies' Union Association 

WILLIAM J. ALSTON, Sanitary Cu.vi. St. Thomas' Church, 

ROBERT M. ADGEII, BanneLer Institute 

GEORGE B. WHITE, " 

JAMES PROSSKR, (honorary), 

JOSEPH S. CAMPBELL, 

MATTHIAS W. JOHNSON, " 

JOHN C. BOWERS, Union Leoqut- 

JESSE E. GLASGOW, 

WILLIAM MOIlRIS, First DhtrtcC Eoual Rights' League 

FITTSTO.N. 

GEORGE W. BUTLER, Slate F.quil Rights' League 
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JAMBS DAVENGER, State Equal Rights' League 

JAMES GREEN, (honorary), 
DECATUR BLUE, " 

ALLEGHENY CITY. 
BENJAMIN P. PULPRESS, 
SAMUEL A. NEALE, 
H. B. WILLIAMSON. 
GEORGE W. DIMEY, 
EDWARD R. PARKER. 

HARBISBURG. 
JOSEPH A. NELSON, Slate Equal Rights'' League, 

JOHN E. PRICE, 
CHARLES H. VANCE, 
WILLIAM M. JONES, 
MARTIN PERRY, 
CURRY TAYLOR, 

B. J. CARTER, Baptist Church, 

ALEX. T. HARRIS, Btotherly Love Lodge, 0. /'., 

0. L. C. HUGHES, 
THOMAS EARLY, (honorary) 
JAMES ALEXANDER, 
CHARLES H. CANN, 
GEORGE W. SAUNDERS, » 

BIRMINGHAM. 
JAMES HENRY, Equal Righto' League, 

HENRY JACKSON, 

ALTOONA. 
WILLIAM NESBITT, Equal Rights' Leagw, 

THOMAS B. SHORTER, " " «■ 

JOHN ALEXANDER, (honorary), 
JOHN H. SHORTER, " ' 

GEORGE HOOPER, 

WILLIAMSPORT. 
LEWIS HILL, Equal Rights' League 

CHARLES BRYAN, (honorary), 
CHARLES H. KELLY, 

HOLLIDAYSBURO. 
DANIEL WILLIAMS, Equal Rights' League 

MOSES BROWN, " " " ' 

JOHN THOMAS, (honorary). 

WILKKSBARRE. 
J. J. WRIGHT, 
BENJAMIN WILSON, (honorary). 

BELLEKOXTE. 
JOHN WELSH, Equal Rights' League. 
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LEWISTOWN. 
SAMUEL MOLSON, Equal Bights' League 

READIHO. 
AARON L. STILL. 

TOWARD A. 
SOLOMON COOPER. 

HUNTINQDOH, 
J. G. CHAPLAIN. 

YORK. 
MERRIMAN CUP1T, (honorary). 

Mr. J.C. Bustill of Philadelphia, moved that a Committee of twelve be 
appointed to nominate permanent officers for the Convention. 

Moved by Daniel Williams of Ilollidaysbiirg, that the motion be so 
amended that the Committee shall consist of one delegate from each 
county now represented in the Convention. 

The amendment was carried without debate, and the original motion 
as amended was then pnt and unanimously carried. 

On motion of Mr. Hughes of Hsrrisburg, that the President appoint 
the Committee to nominate permanent officers, the President appointed 
the following : — 

JOSEPH C. BUSTILL, of Philadelphia, 
SAMUEL MOLSON, of Mifflin county, 
LEWIS HILL, of Lycoming county, 
JOHN 0. CHAPLAIN, of Huntingdon county, 
DANIEu WILLIAMS, of Blair county, 
AARON L. STILL, of Berks county, 
JOHN E. PRICE, of Dauphin county, 
WILLIAM H. SIMPSON, of Allegheny county, 
J. J. WRIGHT, of Luzerne county, 
JOHN WELSH, of Centre county. 
The Committee retired for consultation, and in their absence Mr. 
Turner of Philadelphia, moved that a Committee of five be appointed 
to draft Rules for the government of the Body. 

The motion was carried, and the Convention appointed the followio" 
as the Committee :— 

DAVID B. BOWSER, 
DAVIS D. TURNER, 
GEORGE B. VASHON, 
BENJAMIN P. PULPRESS, 
MOSES BROWN. 
Moved by Mr. Robert M. Adgcr,tha( when we adjourn, we adjourn 
to meet at 2 o'clock this afternoon. Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bustill, the Convention then adjourned. 
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Afternoon Session. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the President, pro tempore, called the 
Convention to order at 2 o'clock. 

The Roll, as reported from the Committee on Credentials, was called, 
and the minutes of the morning session read and approved. 

Mr. Joseph C. Bustill, Chairman of the Committee on Permanent 
Organization, asked permission to make the following Report, — 

For President, 
Rev. JOHN PECK, of Pittsburg. 

Vice-Presidents, 
Rev. ELISHA WEAVER, Philadelphia, 
MOSES BROWN, Hollidaysburg, 
0. L. C. HUGHES, Harrisburg, 
JAMES DAVENGER, PUMon, 
JOHN WELSH, Bellefonte, 
WILLIAM NE8BITT, Mtoona. 

Secret Aims, 

OCTAVIUS V. CATTO, Philadelphia, 
A. T. HARRIS, Harrisburg, 
GEORGE B. VASHON, Pittsburg. 

Mr. A. M. Green, moved that the name of Mr. Redman Fauaett of 
Philadelphia, be substituted for that of Prof. Vashon on the list of 
Secretaries. Carried. 

The Report, as amended, was then unanimously adopted. 

The President elect then took the Chair, and the Convention and 
audience joined in singing : — 

" Blow ye the trumpet, bldtv ; " 
after which, the President, having dolivered an earnest and feelingly 
eloquent prayer for the harmony and wisdom of the deliberations of 
the Convention, proceeded to acknowledge the honor conferred upon 
him by electing him to the position which he occupied, and gave it as 
his opinion that the present Convention had more reasons to hope for 
[he success of the objects which it was convened to further, than any 
other ever held by the Colored people of this State. He believed 
firmly in the hand of Providence as seen in the shifting scenes through 
which we are now passing, and urged the members to lay aside all 
sectional feelings and proceed to the business before them, as one man, 
united in desire aud united in action, 
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On motion of Mr. A. M. GreeD, tbc following was unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the thaDks of this Convention are due, and are hereby 
tendered to Messrs. William Ncsbitt of Altoana, and Oolavius V. Calto 
of Philadelphia, for the able and efficient manner in which they have 
respectively served this Body as temporary Chairman and Secretary. 
Mr. D. B. Bowser, Chairman of the Committee on Rules, made the 
following 

REPORT. 
1st. There shall be two regular daily sessions of the Convention, 
and each opened with prayer. 

The Morning Session shall commence at 9£ o'clock, A. M„ and 
adjourn at 12^ o'clock, M. 

The Afternoon Session shall commence at 2 o'clock, P. M., and 
adjourn at 5 o'clock, P. M. 

2d. One-third of the enroled members of the Convention shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

3d. No member shall leave the Convention without permission from 
the President, and no member shall be recognized or motion received 
as before the Convention, unless the speaker or mover is at the time 
within the bar of the Convention. 

4th. No member shall be allowed to speak more than twice upon 

the same question, unless by special consent of the Convention ; and 

not longer than ten minutes the first, and live minutes the second time. 

9th. Mathias' Manual shall govern the proceedings of the Body, 

in all cases for which provisions are not herein stated. 

Appended to the Eepotr was a Resolution for the discharge of the 
Committee, and on motion of Mr. D. D. Turner the Resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. R. M. Adger then mored the adoption of the Report as pre- 
sented by the Committee. Carried. 

The Convention, on motion of Mr. O. L. C. Hughes, appointed 
the following gentlemen as a Committee on Finance : 

JAMES R. GORDON, JOHN K. PRICE, 

JOSEPH C. Bl'STlLL, GEORGE HUTLKR, 

WILLIAM II. SIMPSON. 

Mr. Redinnn Pause tt moved thnt a Business Committee of seven 
be appointed. Curried. 

The Committee was appointed by the Body aud consisted of 
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GEORGE B. VASIION, ALFRED M. GREEN, 

DANIEL WILLIAMS, BENJAMIN F. PULl'RESS, 

DAVID B. BOWSER, JAMES HENRY, 

JOSEPH A. NELSON. 

Moved by Mr. Joseph C- Bus till, that all Resolutions for the 
consideration of this Convention shall be presented by or through 
the Business Committee. 

Messrs. A. L. Stili and William Nesbitt opposed the passage of 
the Resolution on the ground that it had the appearance of trammel- 
ing our action and not allowing that freedom among us which would 
insure harmony through fair play. 

Mr. D. D. Turner urged the passage of the Resolution and argued 
against the assumption of the gentlemen who preceeded him. He 
maintained that there was no disposition or intention to tramel, tic. 
or gag ; — but that such a rule was necessary to guard ns against 
subjects of trifling importance over which much valnable time might 
be wasted. 

Mr. E. Weaver believed the Resolution sufficiently proper in the 
spirit which prompted it, but thought for the sake of disarming eveu 
the appearance of unfairness, we might so amend it as to satisfy both 
sides of the question. He therefore moved as an amendment, " that 
all Resolutions be read before the Convention and then referred to the 
Business Committee." He thought, by this course, such Resolutions 
as the Business Committee deemed impolitic need not be returned to 
the Convention. 

The amendment was then put and unanimously carried. The ques- 
tion was then taken upon the passage of the Resolution as amended, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. D. D. Turner moved that 0. L. C. Hughes be appointed to 
secure on American Flag, for the decoration of the President's desk. 
Carried. 

On motion of Mr. P. N. Judah, the Rev. W. J. Alston of Philadel- 
phia, was unanimously elected Chaplain of the Convention. 

Mr. James R. Gordon moved the appointment of a Sergeant-at 
arms. Carried. 

The Convention appointed Mr. George W. Saunders, of Harrisbnrg. 

Mr. O. L C. Hughes having secured the National Flag, was, on 
motion of Mr. M. Cupit, thanked for his services and discharged from 
further action in the matter. 

Mr. James R, Gordon, Chairman of the Finance Committee, rc- 
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ported, that after due consideration, the Committee had concluded 
to recommend the Convention to- pass the following Resolutions : 

1st. That each enroled member of the Convention be taxed two 
dollars. 

2d. That a collection be raised at the close of each session, and 
that the proceeds from both enactments be disbursed to meet the ex- 
penses of the Convention. 

The Report, on motion of Mr. A. S. Cassey, was adopted. 

Mr. D. D. Turner offered a Resolution endorsing the action of the 
Pennsylvania delegation to the Syracuse Convention, in funning the 
basis of the State League of Pennsylvania, and moved the previous 
question, on its reference to the Business Committee. 

The question, — " shall the previous question lie taken ? " — was do- 
cided affirmatively and the question then recurring on the reference 
of the Resolution, it was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Joseph 0. Bustill then presented a scries of Resolutions on 
the state of the country at large, which, on motion of Mr. A. S. 
Cassey, were referred to the Business Committee. 

On motion of Mr. James R. Gordon, the members of the Conven- 
tion were now requested to proceed at once to the payment of the 
two dollars tax as recommended by the Finance Committee. 

Mr. J. J. Wright moved that Messrs. James Green, Decatur Blue 
and Benjamin Wilson be elected honorary members of the Conven- 
tion. Carried. On motion of Mr. A. S. Cassey, Mr. Jas. Prosscr, of 
Philadelphia, was elected an honorary member; and also Mr. Tho.-s 
Early, of Harrisburg, on motion of Mr. A. L. Still. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, Mr. A. T. Harris moved 
the suspension of the rule, and that the session be extended one 
half hour. Carried. 

The half hour was passed in hearing the Report of the Committee 
on Evening meetings, and co'lecting the Finance Committee's tax. 

After the expiration of the half hour extension, the President de- 
clared the Convention adjourned to meet this evening at 7 J o'clock. 

Evenino Session. 

A large and enthusiastic audience assembled in llic Church at mi 
early hour, and at Ti o'clock the President called the Convention to 
order. 
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rrnj-er was offered by the Chaplain, ReT. W. J. Alston. Ser- 
jeant- Major A. M. Green, in accordance with the report of the 
Committee on Evening meetings, wis introduced as the first speaker. 
The gentleman proceeded briefly and graphically to a renew of 
the disabilities under which we have been laboring for years, and 
portrayed in eloquent and vivid language the promises which are 
now so evidently before us. 

He then reviewed the efforts of the Colored man for the restora- 
tion of the Union, and reminded the andience of their unswerving 
and unexceptional loyalty throughout the entire straggle. 
The address was frequently interrupted by applause. 
Mr. Davis D. Tamer was introduced and after a few patriotic 
remarks, asked to be excused, with the understanding that he would 
address the audience, if an opportunity were afforded, before the 
adjournment of the Convention. 

Mr. A. M. Green said that the Hon. Morrow B. Lowry, Senator 
from Erie, (cheers) was in the house, and he was well assured that 
this assemblage would be highly gratified to hear a speech from so 
tearless and eloquent a defender of impartial liberty. 

The audience immediately raised a shout of applause which was 
not abated until Mr. Lowry had ascended to the speaker's desk. 

The President Introduced the gentleman in a few appropriate re- 
marks and Mr. Lowry said, that he had been " advised of the object 
which has called this highly creditable and lar je Convention of the 
most intelligent Colored men of the State,"— he had learned that the 
most important subject now agitating our minds, was the elective 
franchise ; — and proeeedod to point out the difficulty in the way of 
our immediate possession of this right, so justly due ns. 

" There is a provision in the Constitution of our State which al- 
lows its amendment, only once in five years, and you will remember 
(hat one year ago our Constitution was amended so that our soldiers 
in the field might vote as if at home, and hence we are at present 
prevented from making nny other amendments for five years from 
I 'ie passage of the last." Ho thought, however, that the general 
government might propose amendments and in that case the Lcgis- 
l.vture could take immediate action thereon. Mr. Lowry claimed to 
1.3 one of the first who argue 1 for the armhig of the negro, and his 
entering this struggle a- a ooldiur. 

He had said in the beginning of the war, that " lie would arm the 



blacks, pot them in front and let the rebels shoot at their stolen prop- 
erty with stolen guns at the rate of a thousand dollars a shot" 

For this expression he had been almost mobbed, and was waited 
opon by a committee and asked to define his position :— this he did 
not fail to do ; in the course of which he went much further in thy 
same direction, and much too to the discomfiture of said committer 
He would remind ns that the Government would do nothing for u.-. 
that it could possibly help ; it never had, and never would. 

"The Government needed your aid, and on this account you hav« 
received the little which to-night you enjoy." 

He believed that the white loyalists would be forced to give the 
colored man his rights ;— " if we get those devilish rebels hack, they 
and the foreign copperheads would put the loyalists in a minority, 
and to avoid this the negro would have to be enfranchised." 

la conclusion he would urge the colored people " to educate them- 
selves and their children, take care, by all means, of your children ; 
eaucate and rear them properly, ask for what is right, and submit to 
nothing wrong.'. 

The speech was received with great applause, and after its eloquent 
delivery, three hearty cheers were given for Senator Morrow B. 
Lowry, of Erie county. 

Mr. O. L. C. Hughes, offered the following Resolution, and it was 
adopted with acclimation. 

"Rtielved That we have listened with commingled feelings of 
pride and admiration to the very able and eloquent address of the 
Honorable Senator Lowry, and that we regard him as an unfaltering, 
indefatigable and fearless vindicator of the rights of the colored man.' ' 
The audience, accompanied by Mr. D. D. Turner at the Melodeon. 
then sang the John Brown song. 

The Rev. William J. Alston was next called upon to address the 
meeting, but after a few well chosen words, asked to be excused for 
this evening. 

Mr. John Q. Allen then took the Btand and delivered a short and 
very acceptable speech. He believed that the while man had contempt 
for the condition of a slave, and hence his opinion of the colored man, 
who either is a slave, or descended from slaves. 

Prof. George B. Vashon, made the closing speech ; and by his el- 
oquence, argument and truths, kept the closest attention of the vast 
assembly throughout the entire delivery. 
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The benediction was pronounced by the President, and the Convec- 
tion anjonnied to meet to-movrow morning at 9£ o'clock. 



SECOND DAY. 

Thursday Morning, February 9th. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Convention met at 9| o'clock. 
In the absence of the President, Vice-President E. Weaver called 
the Convention to order, and prayer was offered by the Chaplain. 

The Roll was called and the minutes of the last session read and 
approved. 

On motion of Mr. William Nesbitt, Mr. John Alexander, of Altoona, 
was made an honorary member of the Convention ; also Mr. James 
Alexander, of Harrisburg, on motion of Mr. 0. L. C. Hughes. 

Mr. D. D. Turner moved that Messrs. Charles Bryan, M. W. John- 
son and Joseph S. Campbell be elected honorary members. Carried. 
Messrs. John Shorter and George Hooper, on motion of Mr. 
Moses Brown, and Mr. John Thomas, on motion of Mr. William 
Nesbitt, were elected honorary members. 

The Business Committee, through their Chairman, Prof. George B. 
Tashon, made their first Report, consisting of a Declaration of Sen- 
timent and the following Resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. B. M. Adger, the Declaration of Sentiment was 
adopted. [See Appendix.] 

Mr. 0. L. C. Hughes moved that the Resolutions reported by the 
Conmittee be takeu up seperately. Carried. 

The first of the series of Resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That we, the Pennsylvania State Equal Rights' Conven- 
tion, in Assembly met, do congratulate one another, the State Laague, 
and the friends of Equal Rights without regard to color throughout the 
State and country, upon the assembling of so large a number of del- 
egates representing the feelings, sentiments and desires of our people 
upon this all important subject of Political Equality; and that we 
pledge our harmonious and energetic efforts in all our deliberations for 
the common good. Mr Charles B. Gordon moved its adoption. 
Onied. 



2. Rtsolved, That the Emancipation of the District of Columbia, 
Maryland. Louisiana, Missouri and Tennessee ; the amendment of the 
Federal Constitution, and its endorsement by various State Legisla- 
tures, including that of Pennsylvania ; the admission of John S. Rock 
to the Supreme Court of the United States ; and the progress of lib- 
eral sentiments everywhere manifest, are auspicious signs of the times, 
and demand our earnest and united efforts for the improvement of our 
moral, social and political condition. Adopted, on motion of Mr. B. 
F. Pulpress. 

3. Resolved, That we, regarding the Elective Franchise as the all 
important subject for our deliberation and united action, insist upon 
the necessity of petitioning Congress and the Legislature to so alter 
and amend the laws as to give every native born colored citizen over 
the age of twenty-one, the right to vote, as fully as their white fellow 
citizens posess it The Resolution was adopted, on motion of Mr. 
Joseph A. Nelson. 

4. Resolved, That we are for measures and not for mon, and will 
not permit friend or foe to retard the great movement now in operation, 
aiming to secure Equal Rights without regard to color ; and that 
every man in the State be solicited to contribute one dollar a year, to 
create a permanent fund to carry on this great movement Adopted, 
on motion of Mr. William Nesbitt 

5. Resolved, That the present state of affairs demands of this 
Convention, which is the legitimate exponent of the sentiments of the 
colored people of this State, that it give all efforts looking toward 
their elevation to legal and political equality, and the entire recogni- 
tion of their rights as men, citizens and soldiers, its unqualified appro- 
bation and support. And that of all the many efforts being put forth 
in the cause of humanity, we recognize none more commendable to the 
lovers of justice and Christianity, than those of the " Ladies' Union 
Association" of Philadelphia, to which this Convention tender their 
warmest thanks, for untiring exertions in relieving the wants of our 
sick and wounded soldiers, whose suffering nan only lie imagined but 
never truly described ; nnd that wc pledge ourselves to use every in- 
fluence within our power, to encourage and sustain these ladies in their 
laudable and benevolent enterprise. 

Moved, by Mr. Joseph C. Riistill, that the Resolution be adopted. 

Mr. 0. C. Hughes moved to amend by inserting "and their auxili. 
nries," after the words " Ladies' Union Association of Philadelphia." 
Mr. Hughes argued earnestly for the amendment, — that other associ- 



ations which had been working iu the same good cause, might receive 
notice and encouragement nt oar hand?. 

Mr. Joseph C. Bustill raised the point that the amendment was not 
in order, as it destroyed the original intent of the Resolution. 

After an animated discussion on Mr. Bnstill's point of order, Mr. 
Hughes withdrew his amendment by common consent. 

The question being now on the original resolution, Iter. W. J. 
Alston desired to make a few remark* in opposition to the passage 
of the Resolution in its present form He said, that he was here, a 
member of this Convention, ns a delegate from an Association in his 
Church. That Association was known as the Ladies' Sanitary 
Commission of St. Thomas Church, and had been working, and are 
now earnestly and persistenty, in season and out of season, working 
for the alleviation of the sufferings of the sick and wonnded soldiers . 

They had commenced early in this good work, and had recently 
held one of the largest and moat successful fairs ever held in Phila- 
delphia, for this cause. Over twelve hundred dollars had been raised 
at this Fair, by these ladies, and he was deprived accidentally on his 
way to Harrisburg of a record of their deeds and a report of their 
workings which would satisfy any member of this body, that there 
was no association among us which has done, and is now doing more 
for the sick andwounded soldiers than the Ladies of this Commission. 
He thought the ladies onght to be included in this Resolution. 

Mr. Wm. D. Forten, said that as lie had written nnd presented 
this Resolution, which seems so to arouse us, he thought it proper to 
state a few facts in explanation of it. In the first place, this society, 
the " Ladies' Union Association," was independent of any other in 
the State, they were not as his friend Alston's society is, connected 
with, or auxiliary to a white Society. They were entirely free to 
dispose of their funds as pleased them best, and they were primarily 
organized for the pnrpose of relieving the needs of colored sick and 
wounded troops. Furthermore, this society had so far sympathised 
with the objects for which this Convention had been convened, that 
they had paid their ten dollars and joined the State League. He 
thought this Association alone should go through iu this Resolution, 
and assured the Convention that their noble efforts iu behalf of our 
Troops, merited any compliment we could give. 

The Rev. B. Weaver, called for a second reading of the Resolution, 
after which Mr. James R. Gordon obtained the floor andopposed the 
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passage of the Resolution. Mr Gordon said, from what ho knot* 
personally, the Association represented by Rev. Alston had done nob'y 
for the suffering heroes who had fallen wounded and sick upon the 
Geld and in the camp. He was in favor of giving "honor to whom 
honor ia due," and as both these societies, and others throughout the 
State had been engaged in this good work — he thought it unfair to 
notice one and ignore the others; — he would therefore offer an amen rt- 
meni, that after the title, " Ladies' Union Association," there be In- 
serted, "Ladies' Sanitary Commission of St. Thomas Church," "Union 
Association of Harrisburg,'' and other similar associations throughout 
the State." 

Rev. W. J. Alston, in favoring the passage of the amendment, wished 
it to be understood that he was only contending for the equality of 
these societies, — he did not desire the one to be in the least above the 
other — he desired a unanimity of action and harmony with respect to 
both. 

Messrs. A. S. Cassey and Jesse E. Glasgow participated briefly in 
the discussion and Mr. D. D. Tamer moved the previous question, 

The President inquired if the previous question should be taken, and 
it was declared affirmatively. 

The question, then being on tho amendment offered by Mr. Gordon, 
it was adopted. The Resolution as amended, was then put upon its 
passage and carried, 

Mr. Robert M. Adger read a Resolution in reference to tho Banne- 
ker Literary Institute and similar Societies. On motion of Mr. Geo. 
B. White it was referred to the Business Committee. 

Mr. J. J. WrightofferedaResolntionin reference to colored teachers 
for colored schools. It was referred to the Business Committee on 
motion of Mr M. Cupit. 

A Resolution, thanking Charles Snmner, M. B. Lowry and others 
for their exertions in behalf of colored men's rights, was introduced 
by Mr. James W. Purnell, and on motion of Mr. William Cooper, 
referred to Business Committee. 

Mr. A. Rf. Green moved that the Committee on Evening meetings 
be directed to invite the Hon, Messrs. (iliaham, Striker and Bingham 
to address the Convention this evening. Carried. 

The President then declared tho Convention adjourned until this 
afternoon at 2 o'clock. 

Digged by GOOgle 



AFTEttNOOx Session. 

The Convention assembled at the appointed hour ; the- President in 
he Chair. Prayer was offered by the Rev, C. J. Carter, and the 
uinutes raid and approver!. 

Mr. 0. L. C. Hughes ofierod a Resolution in reference to the for- 
mation of a State League. On motion of .Mr. A. T. Harris it was 
;efercd to the Business Committee. 

Revs. Elisha Weaver and Johu E. Price rend, each a Resolution. 
A-hich were both referred t.) tlie Bu-iticss Committee. 

Mr. Jackson, of Binning hunt, desired to in:ike a few remarks before 
:iie Convention, and vent, -in motion, permitted tci speak. 

Tlie gentleman hud come from ->tjj>. .- itc Pitsbttrg. and bad recently 
;:n interview with the Hon. Mr. ?i«:'o!ieail, who bad told him that b 
-.vis best for 1 he colored people to l;r.;p posossion of their funds and 
;iot to expend them iu efforts v. Jli-jIi at tlie present time would only 
Drove fruitle ss. 

Mr. Jackson ».i- ™m:ifi.'d lo «:e that the Convention had proceeded 
thus far tritll so nmch harmony. He stated that the colored people 
>f Birmingham bad taken part in the celebration of President Lin- 
coln's first la sugar at ion, and were invited and expected to participate 
n his second inauguration. When e. ked by the copperheads, if they 
iwcre voters — they answered, they were men. 

Mr. B. F. Pulpreej moved that the Secretary, on behalf of the Con- 
vention, extend an invitation to boih branches of the Legislature, to 
:ittoni this evening's ae.ssija.of tiia Convention. Carried. 

Mr. Jame-i Alexander, on motion of Mr. A. T. Harris, was elected 
Assistant Sergeant-at-arms. 

y<v. i.osr* Brown moved tJi.it a ■ onimitree of three be appointed to 
■rait on the rs'iperiutendcnis of Railroads and enquire what arrange - 
ne:;ts could be made to secure a re 1 action of fare to those members 

■ >f the Convention viio had paid lull fare. Carried. 

The President appoints! Ml.-m-s. 0. I.. ''. Hughes, Charles H. 
Vance and Thomas Early, the Committee. 

The Bu.sinoij Commit tse, tbrou ii the ir ehairman, reported the fol- 
owing Resolutions, which, on inution of Mr. W. II. Simpson, were 

■ o nsid crcd se p a ra t c 1 y . 

The following Resolution was road fist : 

llexolrrd, "That this Couvcniijii. ri'-ogiu/-!);' the importance of the 
ioral and literary elements in a peor.liA character, earnestly urge our 
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young coiorcd men to organize among themselves institutions tending 
to their intellectual and moral elevation." Adopted on motion of 
Mr. J. J. Wright. 

The second Resolution, on motion of Mr.. John Chaplain, was 
adopted, as follows : 

Resolved, "That we regard with disdain, and question the loyalty 
of those members of the State Legislature whoso strenuously opposed 
the ratification of the anti-slavery clause of the United States' Con- 
stitution, and all other matters which particularly pertain to the in- 
terests of the 50,000 loyal colored citizens of the State: and that 
we heartily thank the lion. M. B. Lowry, of Erie County, for hia 
manly and Christian stand in defence of the disfranchised portion of 
this Commonwealth, and particularly for his answer to the inquiry in 
reference to the elective franchise ; — that he would give that right to 
the negro, as well as to the white man." 

Resolution the third, presented by Mr. J. J. Wright, Tcads as 
follows : 

Resolved, " That inasmuch as the School Law of Pennsylvania 
provides that wher j there arc twenty children of African descent, a 
separate school shall be established for them; and as we know by ex- 
perimental knowledge, that colored children make greater advancement 
under the charge of colored teachers than they do under white teach- 
ers, therefore we consider it to be our incumbent duty, as lovers of the 
advancement of our race, to sec to it, that our schools arc under the 
charge of colored teachers." 

Mr. D. D. Turner opposed the Resolution in its present wording ; 
ho thought that as wc came to this Convention to protest against 
proscription and prejudice, wc ought to be very careful of the kind of 
Kesolutious -ve passed. 

Rev. Mr. Jones thought the matter under consideration had the 
tendency to produce ill effects on the welfare of our people, — there- 
fore he could not support the measure. 

Mr. B. F. Pulprcss, ?uid the subject was illy advised nml injurious 
in its operations — ami he was, iu consequence, opposed to its going 
out as the sentiment of this body. 

Mr. John (J. Allen took the floor and spoke against the pas-nii;: of 
(he Resolution. lie thought it had the nppen ranee of that very dis- 
[inction on account of color, ^lin-l which we were all ?o ready to 
complain, and he would therefore oiler as iui aiucndmcnd, that the 
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Resolution be so worded onto include the clause, — '-no discrimination 
on account of color ought to be made in tbc appointment of teachers 
for colored schools." 

Rev. W. J. Alston thoug:htthcResolutionof Mr. Wright judicium 
And oecesary, be was therefore opposed to the amendment. He said 
the wisdom of each a Resolution from this Convention, had been 
made evident to him by an experience of twelve years, and instanced 
the difference in appearance between the schools under white aH 
those under colored teachers. 

Mr. James R. Gordon spoke in opposition (o the amendment aid 
mentioned the particulars of an instance in which no such charity to- 
ward ns wa3 shown, as is provided for in this amendment. Mr. Uor- 
don continued his remarks at length and with earnestness. 

Mr. J. J. Wriuht advocated the passage of the original Resolution; 
he was unwilling to accept any such amendment as the one nnder 
consideration, and said that there was no use of onr making any pro- 
vision about literary qualification*, for white teachers sufficiently 
qualified conid not be induced to take charge of colored schools. lie 
was surprised to hear gentlemen of intelligence discussing this 
amendment favorably. 

Mr. A. M. Green thought it disgraceful for colored men, particu- 
larly the Philadelphia delegation, to argue against such a Resolution 
u that presented by Mr. Wright. He thought it particularly \>o in 
their case, as they knew the shameful treatment which colored persons 
hod receive! at the hand» of the Board of School Controllers in 
Philadelphia, lie also believed that these (gentlemen from that city 
would be ashamed to meet their constituents after having opposed 
such a Resolution as the one under cor. s>i deration. 

Hr. D. B. Bowser was of -the same opinion as the gentlemen who 
had preceeded him. and sail that he and others bad tried fur nine 
years to secure a colored teacher for a colored school in his section 
of Philadelphia, and that their efforts were without success. The 
gentleman instanced Kcvcral cases of which be knew, in sustaining his 
position against the ■mculment, and for the Re-solution. 

The hour of adjournment having nrritcd, the rule was Ki'pendi .1 

and tliu session extended one-half hour, on motion of Rev. 0. J. l.':irt-r. 

Mr. John Alexander obtained the floor and sjioku nguiint U,c 

amendment. He thought the ILthultttion tLc right thiug uuu ut tic 

right time, and would therefore vote for its passage. 
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The question on the amendment was then put and lost. 
Mr. 0. V. Catto thought that the Resolution offered by Mr. Wright 
was just and proper in the motive which prompted it and in the object 
toward which it looked, but he was of the opinion that while the 
spirit of the Resolution was right, the phraseology was such that it 
might be quoted as a document based on preferences for certain teach- 
ers merely on account of their color. He did not wish to torn his 
back on the fact that the colored man was the best teacher for color- 
ed children. He had long been of the belief that no white man 
could bo well instruct colored children as could a colored teacher. 
This opinion he thought was not founded on any superior mental 
abilities of the one man orer the other — he was of the belief that 
all men under similar circumstances were equal, and while he would 
vote in favor of the colored teacher as Mr. Wright's Resolution 
required, he would do it on principle and not from even the 
shadow of prejudice in favor of any particular color. The colored 
man, he believed was the better teacher because he had the welfare 
of the race more at heart, knowing that they rose or fell together, 
and because he would take more care to strengthen those faculties in 
which the white race thought the colored child deficient. 

As an amendment, he would therefore offer, in order to avoid all 
misunderstanding and place this body right before the people at large, 
that the Resolution be so amended as to contain this clause : — " in 
the appointment of teachers for these schools, colored persons, their 
literary qualifications being sufficient, should receive the preference ; 
not by reason of their complexion, but because they are better qualified 
by conventional circumstances outside of the school-house." 

Mr. A. M. Green then moved the previous question. The demand 
"shall the previous question be taken," was declared affirmatively, and 
the amendment unanimously adopted. The Resolution as amended 
was then carried, on motion of Mr. R. M. Adger. 

The time having expired, the President declared the Convention 
adjourned to meet this evening at 7 i o'clock. 
Evening Session. 
At an hour long before the opening of the Convention, the Church 
was crowded to its utmost capacity, and at 7} o'clock the President 
called the house to order. After singing a hymu, the Convention 
listened to an earnest and eloquent prayer from tue Rev. W. J 
Alston, Chaplain. 
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Mr. Davis D. Turner wna then introduced by tlie President as the 
iirst speaker. 

The gentlemen began by making evident the fact that we are a 
rising people and the times arc changing In our favor. He believed 
that the straggle now going on in this country could not be ended 
unless colored men entered the war more numerously. He e numer- 
ated some of the signs of our advancement, anil said these rapid and 
onward strides of freedom showed the development of a higher civ- 
ilization : the fact that Havti and Liberia are placed in the same 
category with other nations of the earth, the emancipation of several 
States and the District of Columbia, the amendment to the Consti- 
tution, and ita being ratified by several Legislatures, are so many evi- 
dences of onr progress, and urge upon ns the necessity of united ef- 
forts. We should not falter by the way, but being determined, move 
steadily onward, allowing no dissentions, no party strifes, no chimeri- 
cal schemes, nothing whatever, to swerve us for one moment from the 
line of duty He would say " let the dead past bury the dead," keep 
pace with the age in which we live ; then and only then, would we 
be doing our duty to God, to ourselves, and to our race. The 
speech was frequently interrupted by applause. 

Prof. Geo. B. Yashon, now read a memorial to the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, asking them to grant the colored man the elective 
franchise. 

On motion of Mr. D. D. Turner, it was adopted, ordered to be 
printed, and distributed, one to each member of the Legislature, on 
behalf of this Convention. [See Appendix.] 

The Hon. James L. Graham, of the State Senate, being in the 
house, was loudly called and he responded. 

We are living, said he, in a great age, in the midst of a rebellion 
which has had no parallel in the world's history; — it is similar only 
to that which occurred in the fair licldsof Eden, He had often been 
reminded through the phases of this rebellion, of the sentiment, Unit 
there is a " Divinity which shapes our ends ;" and we ougbt to bow 
to-night, in reverence and thanks to that God above us, for His in- 
terposition in our affairs. We have just begun the work, and yon 
the colored people, have it in your hands to shape your own destiny. 
The time was, when the black man was looked upon as a chattel, 
bought and sold in the market place; but thank God a purer and* 
brighter life has burst upon us, and the colored race mar now elevate 
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itself to a respectable place among tbc nations of tlie earth. I am, 
said Mr. Graham, no new man in the Anti-Slavecy belief, twenty-two 
years ago I entered the field, and although told that I wan too yonng 
to combat these strong prejudices, 1 have continued to this daj. 

Look at the course of this rebellion, juH so long as the administra- 
tion hesitated to let the oppressed go free, jnst so long did our annici 
suffer defeat; but when God taught Abraham Lincoln to let them gu 
free, and he did it, we began to conquer, and have gone on from vic- 
tory to victory. Your disabilities as colored men will be removed. 
yon will yet enter upon the enjoyment of equal rights, and from tbr 
fullness of my heart, I hope the day will soon come. The speech 
was eloquently delivered and at its conclusion, three cheers were 
given for Senator Graham of Allegheny County. 

The Hon. Mr. Bingham, was next introduced by the President, 
and said that on the question of equal rights, he thought old Alle- 
gheny sound. He spoke in complimentary terms of the size and in- 
telligcnce of the Convention and thought the memorial awhile ago 
read was an able and opportune paper. One of the members of the 
Legislature, in a conversation with him thought that should the ques- 
tion of extending the elective franchise to colored people, be pre. 
scntcd to the people of the State, it would be lost by abont one thou- 
sand against one. Mr. Bingham was, however, of the opinion that 
his county would do much better than that on the question. 

He said that the strongest speech, he ever delivered in the Senate, 
was against that prejudice which endeavored to prevent colored men 
from presenting such a memorial as the one adopted here to-night. 
The gentleman proceeded at length to show the changes through 
which the American people were new passing, and adverted to the 
fact, that in the Bred Scott case, the Court having decided the man 
a slave, the Chief Justice went entirely out of the record to give an 
additional opinion on a subject not before them, and that now th>: 
Almighty has overturned him and all who sustained him. He advan- 
ced the belief that any man who four years ago would have said thni 
the general government would interfere with slavery where it existed, 
would have been thought a fit subject fur yonder lunatic asylum. 
But Providence had changed all of thit, yes slavery was dead ; Uiorj 
is no resurrection or human power that can raise- this wrong again, 
or bind the chains around the black man as they existed four years 
ago to-nh'ht. He declared that thU country was yet to be an asylum 



f.>r all men, without regard to color or dim:. Still, said he, "you 
must not hope to sec prejudice entirely wiped out in your life time. 
I will not Batter you; that which had the growth of a century cannot 
die out in a year, and permit rac io conclusion, to say that as long as I live 
no deed or word of mine shall ever be aginst l ' ie uegroe's enjoyment 
of every legal and political right. The address was received with 
jrreat applause and three cheers given at its conclusion. 

The vast audience, led by Mr. D. B. Bowser, and accompanied by 
Mr. D. D. Turner at the mclodcon, then sang the John Brown hymn. 

Prof. Geo. B. Vashon was called up and introduced by the Presi- 
•lent The Professor said that he was not prepared to make a set 
speech and thought it best for the audience to excuse him, but as they 
insisted upon his saying something and as he thought no one could 
be present in such an assembly as this without feeling some degree of 
inspiration he would present just such thoughts as naturally arose in 
his mind. 

He said that we had come together in this Convention to present 
our claim for equal and impartial liberty, that principle of liberty 
which is instilied in every man at his birth, that spirit, which is com- 
mon to every human breast, that freedom which is desired by all men, 
whether they be the fur-clad denizen of the polar regions or the 
swarthy children, blackened by the sun of the tropics. The sentiment, 
"that whatever interests mankind, as such interests me," was the 
sentiment uttered by a slave, and it makes an echo in the heart of 
every man to-day. It was that sentiment which brought the echo 
from Russia, England and all Europe. 

The speaker said that the American people might become great 
r.nd powerful, — they might be able to count the whole continent as 
i heirs, — and see no inch of soil not doited by villages or other mark* 
of civilized life, — their scholars may look in their reach to the limit of 
human knowledge and become almost creative in their grasp of intel- 
lect,— but if their government be not founded and administered injus- 
tice and equity, if the people did not enjoy impartial liberty and 
< ■■■ inality before the law, there was nothing secure or permanent in this 
<->untry. 

He thought, if it were neccssnry, that we would come together 
• very year until our complete enfranchisement were secured. If wc 
Kliouhl die while making the effort, let us remember the words of Byron, 

"They never fail who die in a just cause." 
I'.uthe believed we were nearingthc good time when all mc. throughout 
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the broad expanse of this country would enjoy equal legal and politi- 
cal privileges and immunities. 

The address was eloquently delivered and listened to with the ut- 
most attention by the vast audience, except when interrupted by 
applause. 

Serge ant- Major A. M. Green was loudly called for and addressed 
the Convention as follows : He had endeavored last evening to pre- 
sent a legal argument in favor of our demands. Thus far, this eve- 
ning's speeches have tended to show, upon moral principles and natural 
rights, the title of the colored man to liberty and equality before the 
law. I will, said be, throw aside these arguments and take those 
which God is pleased to be showing throughout the land in events 
now transpiring. Ho then presented the part which the colored 
A mcrlcan had taken, the suffering he had endured, and the labor he 
bad performed in saving the government and institnlions of this 
country. 

He asserted that Daniel Webster had years ago said, that this anti- 
slavery principle would force itself into respect, and that he knew 
nothing in the Union which was secure against its advance. The 
speaker believed that the two principles admitted in the administration 
of our government are in direct opposition, they mast conflict, slave 
and free labor are irreconcilable, and freedom has for years been 
making concessions to the slave power : — in the purchase of Louisi- 
ana and Florida, in waging the Mexican war, in forming and repealing 
the Misouri Compromise and in giving the Dred Scott decision, slavery 
had received what she demanded. But after a few years the conflict 
took another phase, and John Brown began it a<, Harper's Ferry, and 
it was now being continued in the midst of a sea of blood. He pro- 
ecededed next to show the changes which had taken place in the 
character or the war, and said if Pennsylvania nxksd colored men to 
enlist in the United States service, let us a.*k Pennsylvania to grunt us 
our rights, We have the common good in view and are willing to 
light for equal rights ami privileges Colored men cannot now be 
■.iked logo south to free their brethren, Jefferson Davi::- himself admits 
lhat slavery is dead; let us then demand another plcu when we are 
invited to the field. 

We ask that when the colored man returns from the field nf battle, 
be will not W turned from your ballot box, your railroad cars, your 
hotels and schools, thereby renewing in the bosom of his while fellow 
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soldier who has fought side bj side with him, all the old prtjmlieea 
which existed before the war. Let us demand that our pensions ami 
back pay may not be so generally neglected as is the case wtwt. Let 
our white fellow citizens remember that God will mate fruitless a!) 
efforts for peace until we acknowledge, the truth embodied in the prin- 
ciple of the Law and the Prophets, — "thou sbalt love the Lord with 
all thy heart and thy neighbor as thyself," then shall we have a per- 
manent and secure peace. 

The speech was eloquently delivered and well received, 

Mr. J. J. Wright was the next speaker. After thanking God for 
bringing upon the country this bloody rebellion as an exterminator of 
the barbarious system of American slavery, and acknowledging John 
Brown as the ehampion of freedom, and John C. Fremont as the man 
who cleared the way for Abraham Lincoln to walk in, ho asked to be 
excused from making a speech as the evening was now so far spent. 

Mr. Joseph C. Bustill, on behalf of the ladies of Ilarrisburg, invited 
the members of the Convention to attend a collation on to-morrow 
evening in the basement of this church. 

The President, after the benediction, then declared the Convention 
adjourned till to-morrow morning at 91 o'clock. 



THIRD DAY. 
Morning Session. 

Friday, February 10th. 

The President called the Convention to order npon the arrival of 
the morning hour, and prayer was offered by the Chaplain. The 
minutes of the previous afternoon's session were read and approved. 

The Business Committee reported, through their Chairman, a scries 
of Resolutions as follows: 

1. Resolved, That we urge upon our people throughout the State," 
the necessity of using every exertion to secure real estate, and that we 
would urge upon our young men iind women the desirability of tibtnin- 
ng a good business education, and the great importance of making 

irncst endeavors to secure positions in which they may be prncueailv 
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engaged in some mercantile or mechanical pnrsuit. On motion of 
Mr. O. L. C. Hughes the Resolution was adopted. 

2. Resolved, That wo re-iterate the sentiment, contained in tho 
fifth Resolution adopted by tho National Convention of Colored men, 
held in the city of Syracuse, N. Y., October 4th, 1864, viz.— "that 
we extend the right hand of fellowship to the frecdiuou of the South, 
and express our warmest sympathy and our deep concern for their wel- 
fare, prosperity and happiness ; and desire to exhort them to shape 
their course toward frugality) the accumulation of property, and above 
all, to leave untried no amount of effort and self denial to acquire 
knowledge, and to secure a vigorous moral and religious growth. Wo 
desire, further, to assure them of our co-operation and assistance ; and 
that our efforts in their behalf shall by given without measure and be 
limited only by our capacity to give, work and act." On motion of 
R. M. Adger the Resolution was adopted, 

3. Resolved, That this Convention endorse the action of the 
delegates from this State to the late National Convention, in the 
the preliminaries laid down by them, looking toward the formation of a 
State Epnal Rights' League ; and that the movement started by them 
receive our hearty co-operation and support. The Resolution was 
adopted on motion of Mr. Thomas Early. 

4. Whereas, The National Convention of Colored men which as- 
sembled in the city of Syracuse, N. Y., October 4, 1864, organized a 
National Equal Rights' League, having for its objects the promotion of 
education, the encouragement of sound morality, the emplineation of 
temperance and frugality, the practice of economy and everything 
which pertains to well ordered and dignified life : and whereas, the 
National Equal Right's League so formed, have invited the co-operation 
of the several States, and recommended to them the formation of aux- 
iliary Leagues to aid in furtherance of its objects, therefore, 

Resolved, That we heartily endorse the action of the said National 
Convention, in the organization of an Equal Rights' League, approve 
the principles as adopted by that League, and will proceed to organize 
in this Convention, a State Equal Rights' League in accordance with 
its provisions. The Preamble and Resolution were reecomiuendod by 
the Business Committee to he indefinitely postponed. 

Rev. Joseph A, Nelson moved, that in accordance with the Business 
Committee's recommendation, the whole subject be indcliuilcly 
postponed. 

The motion was opposed by the Rev. C. J. Carter, and supported !>■' 



Mr. A. H. Green, who stated that the State League which now exists, 
had already been sustained and endorsed by the -Resolution previously 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. P. N. Jndab, the subject was laid on the table 
until the Report of the Finance Committee should be heard. 

Mr. James R. Gordon, Chairman of Committee on Finance, then 
presented the following Report. 

RECEIVED. , PAID. 



Fob. 8, Tax from Delegates, S89 00 

" " Afternoon Collection, 4 SO 

« » Evening " 10 71 

« 9, Horning Collectiou, 1 74 

" " Tax from Delegates, 40 00 

'■ !' Afternoon Collection, 1 80 

" « Evening Collection, 21 77 

Total Receipts, *1T4 94 



For Clinton Hire, *50 00 

" Ereoling platform, 2 fin 

" Stationer/ and Printing, 2 it 

" ExpeHSbEtofTraveling Agent, 47 00 

" Printing Call and Appeal, 26 On ' 

" Printing second Call, 7 6H 

" Advertising Appoiutm's, Agt. 4 00 

Total Paid Ont, *138 5f> 



Balance in hand, 36 39 

Mr. P. N. Judah moved that the Report of the Finance Committee 
be adopted 

Mr. J. W. Purnell spoke in opposition to adopting the Report, as the 
expenses of the traveling agent have been paid out of their funds ; he 
said this Convention appointed no such agent, and as be was appointed 
by the State League that body should pay him. 

Mr. J. R. Gordon was in favor of the motion made by Mr. Judab, 
and said that as this Convention have enjoyed the benefits resulting from 
the labors of this agent, they are justly obligated to pay this bill. 

Mr. Charles H. Vance followed in opposition to the adoption and 
said he would brand it as an imposition and would record his vote 
against it. 

Mr. J. E. Glasgow hoped that we wonld continue in the harmony 
which so far has been with ns, and that we would pay the bill and part 
in peace. 

Mr. Daniel Williams spofce in favor of paying the bill, and urged 
that as our time was fast going, we ought to settle this question and 
proceed to other business. 

Mr. J. W. Purnell urged that he was in favor of paying alt the le- 
gitimate expenses of this Convention, but ho could not ace that this 
bill belonged to us at all. 

Mr. A. M. Green rose to explain. He desired it to be understood 
that he was particularly interested in this question as he was hero as a 



representative of the State League. Ho was also the agent referred 
to in this bill, and had travelled at?d published a! hi:; i iva exponw, 
and as a member of this Convent! m he Wiuld be willii.g to pay five 
dollars from his own p cket to reimburse the State League fur i's out- 
lay ia getting up this Convention. 

Mr. D. B. Bowser said he came here an trammelled by membership 
of the Sts'e League or ay •• her body, and he would urge that the 
harmony of this assembly should not be endangered by the small 
8am of forty-seven dollars. We hayc come here, said he, to legislao 
f. r the good cf the p? pie and the cause, let us then not waste time 
in this idle discussion, but accept the bill and pay it. 

Mr. Redman Fause ' was opp sed to the ad >ption, ho said, he too 
was untrammelled, having come from the same source as t he gentle- 
man who had just preceded him. 

It was o»t the question of f >riy-ssven dollars, that merited his op- 
p si ion, it was (he principle involved. He denied the right of the 
Finance Committee to spend the money of this body without thdr 
resolution to that effect. If we pay this bill, it will be acknowledging 
tho right of (he S'a'e League to gr.vcru this Cinveotkn, on theso 
grounds he objee'ed to its payment. 

Mr. James R. G rdon said that it appeared from Mr. Fausett's re 
marks that the main ibjcc ion seems to be to the words State League. 
The gentleman thought this bill ought to be paid to its proper source 
State League or any other League. 

Mr. Thumas Early was notopptsed to the State League, he w-nld 
be willing t> pay evrry cent of the surplus funds of thia Convention 
into the treasury of the League, although not a member of it. 

Mr. James Prosser stated that ho was no speaker, but was of llie 
belief that if he were Sergeanl-at-arms he would silence si me of thc*c 
members in one way or another. 

Mr. D. D. Turner thought as the State League had taken all the 
preliminary expense if gcltniij up the Cotivc;;ti nt, we ought to pay 
this bill without further quibbling. 

The motion to adopt the report was llior ptu n;:d carried. 

The folhwhg statement was made by Mr. James R. Gordo ', 
Chairman of the Finance O.uiuii tue. This c.tiie Church was rental 
for the use of this Co ivc ni >n at a cost of fifty dollar-, and the ban'- 
ment of the Church had bee 1 gircn, wi'.b.ut tiie knowledge of this 
Uvdy, in order to hold an entertainment for raiding money to pay the 
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entrance to this Convention, of (he Hasrisburg Reserve delegation. 
The sale of refresh meets had been held on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings aud this Convention had been deceived by (he notice given 
from the desk, stating that the proceeds of the entertainment were for 
the sick and wounded soldiers. 

After considerable debate and explona'ion the following resolution 
was presented by Mr. Jos. C. Bnsiill and unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That as the entire Church was under the control of this 
Convention, and used without their consent, the proceeds from these 
entertainments, after expenses, are paid, be, and are hereby donated 
to the Ladies Union Association of Ilarrisburg, for the benefit of sick 
and wonnded soldiers. 

Mr. Cbas. H. Vance, of the Committee on Railroads, reported that 
all members who had paid full fareceuld, bypresenting accrtificateof 
membership, signed by the President and Secretary, receive the de- 
duction necessary in each case. The report was received and the 
Committee discharged. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the rules were suspended 
and a motion carried, that when we adjourn we adjourn sine die. 

Mr. J. TV. Purnell now called up the Resolution presented by Mr. 
O. L. C. Hughes in favor of forming from this Convention a Siatc 
Equal Rights' League. 

Prof. G. B. Yaalion moved that that the Resolution be indefinitely 
postponed. Carried. 

5. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due, and are 
hereby tendesed to the Colored People's Union League of Philadel- 
phia, for their untiring and successful exertions in regard to the remo- 
val of the odious and unjust proscrip'ion of certain railroad corpo- 
rations in Philadelphia, in prohibiting colored persons from the use 
of their cars. And that we hereby send our hearty congratulations 
(o our breLhrcn of the Union League and all others who have in any 
way aided in the en'erprise, for thetrpartial success in the undertaking , 
and that we pledge our countenance and co-operation in supporting 
their well begun nod efficiently prosecuted labors. 

Mr. J. E. Glasgow moved the adoption of the Resolution. 

Mr. Redman Fausett, objected to the motion of Mr, Glasgow, on the 
ground that other similar organizations could claim mention in connec- 
tion nith the labors In which this Resolution gave the Union League 
such prominence. He mentioned the Civil, Social t Statistical Association 
of Philadelphia as equally active and effective in securing our privileges 
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in the cars, and would, lie said, offer an amendment to tlic Resolution, 
inserting the Civil, Sochi and Sati s tic aL Association, after the word- 
" Union League." 

31r. A. M. Green remarked that this car question, was the special 
object had in view upon the organization of the Union League, and pro- 
ceeded at some length to name the continued efforts which this League 
hud made in the direction named in the Resolution. He was opposed 
to the passage of the amendment. 

Rev. E. Weaver favored the amendment and spoke of some of the 
actions of the Civil, Social and Statistical Assocition in this car movement 
Rev. Wm. J. Alston followed in support of the amendment and said 
that the most influential meeting on the car question, ever held in 
Philadelphia, was under the auspices of the Civil, Social and Statistical 
Association. 

Mr. D. B. Bowser answered the Rev. Alston and explained how the 
management of that great meeting went from the hands of the League 
to those of the Civil, Social and Statistical Association. He was opposed 
to the amendment presented by, Mr. Fansett. 

Mr. D. D. Turner moved the previous question, which being de- 
manded was unanimously carried, and the amendment adopted. 

The Resolution as amended was then put to the body and adopted. 

6. Resolved, That in the event of the setting apart a day of Thanks- 
giving, as recommended by the Convention, all the Churches and As- 
sociations participating in the same, be, and are hereby requested to 
donate the proceeds of the same for the uee and benefit of the Frced- 
inen. The resolution was unanimously adopted on motion of ltcv. C. 
J. Carter. 

7. Rfsdvtd, That we are highly gratified at the exhibition of intel- 
lectual ability and businesa talent manifest in the columns of the 
Christian Recorder, a weekly paper published by a colored man (Rev. 
]-!isha Weaver) witLia the limits of our State ; and that we therefore, 
cordially commend it to the patronage of every colored family therein. 
Adopted on motion of Mr. Samuel Molsen. 

8. Resolved, That colored men should receive the same accommo- 
dation and meet the same treatment under all circumstances, as white 
men receive from colored men engaged in all manner of business, and 
that we will hereafter frown wilh contempt upon all proprietors of bar- 
ber shops, restaurants and other places of business kept by colored men 
who exclude people of their own complexion from privileges they exieud 
to white men. 
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Mr. H.Jackson, moved to adopt the Resolution and state J in favor of 
its passage, tliat much of the seeming prejudice against working and re- 
ceiving accommodations in common with colored mco, was only skin 
deep with white people. He said that there were under his supervis- 
ion, colored and white men working harmoniously together. 

Messrs. B. F. Polpress and Wm. Cooper followed in favor of the 
Resolution, and Messrs. Wm. Ncsbit and Moses Brown opposed it as 
illy advised and injudicious, assigning that men living and conducting 
businoss in Copperhead towns, where prejudice was very strong, eould 
not, without destroying their business, accommodate white and colored 

Mr. Geo. B. White did not agree with tho gentlemen who had imme- 
diately preceded him, ho knew from experience in his own profession,' 
that of a barber, that this question could he successfully and squarely 
met, for he had been shaving colored and white in his place of business 
for years ; said he, let us get right ourselves and then we may consist- 
ently ask others to do right. * 

Prof. G. B. Vashon moved to amend the Resolution by striking cut 
" will hereafter frown with contempt," and insert, " cannot but regard 
as inconsistent and highly reprehensible the conduct of all proprietors" 

The amendment and tho Resolution as amended were then adopted. 

9. Resolved, That wc lo.-k with tho deepest interest on tho clForts 
which are now being made to secure us equal political rights, by the 
noblest and best spirits of the land, and that among them we rame 
with feelings of gratitude, Wendell Phillips, the true reformer, Charles 
Sumner, Henry Wilson, Wm. D. Kclley and others in Congress, 
Morrow B. Lowrjr and others of the Pern sylvania Legislature, who 
catching the iuspiration of the hour, outstrip the old anti-slavery spirit 
which seems to rest satisfied with the prospect of securing our freedom: 
and mrthor, that with feelings of sorrow we observe the attitude as- 
sumed by our long tried friend, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, on the subject 
of the colored man's franchise, involving as it does, our dearest inter- 
est as citizens of this country, and that in his seeming determination 
to support and sustain the policy of Gon. Ba^ks in his plan of recon- 
structing the States, which excludes colored men from equal political 
privileges, is evinced an cntiro departure from tlio principles which 
we have always regarded as vital to the ,- ecurity of our best interests 
. Mr. James 11. Gordon moved that the Resolution bn adopted. 

Mr. D. 1>. Turner epposed the Resolution and proceeded to define 
tho position of Mr. Garrison. He thought Wm. Lloyd Garrison was 
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too old and well triod a friend to receive such consideration as this 
Resolution expressed, and he thought Mr. Garrison saw plainly, that 
aa a people, we are progressing, and waa therefore; willing to lake up 
with sneh men and measures as would advance the cause, whether these 
men and measures were radical or not. 

Mr. William D. Forten, who had presented the Resolution, contend- 
ed fur its passage. He said that Mr. Garrison and all his Resolutions 
were voted down in the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Conveniion, and 
that be had denounced Frederick Douglass because he demanded the 
right of suffrage for the negro in the conditions of reconstruction, — 
The Hovey Fund too had been withdrawn from the support of his paper, 
and Mr. Garrison to-day, said he, is at odds with the leading anti-sla- 
very men of the nation. 

Prof. George B. Vasbon read the Resolutions which Mr. Garrison 
presented at the last meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Soci- 
ety, favoring the disbanding of the Society on the ratification of the 
anti-slavery amendment to the Constitution of the United States. lie 
quoted from the remarks of Mr. Garrison on Banks, negro -suffrage, 
and in denunciation of Frederick Douglass' position " that freedom 
without the right of suffrage was a mere sham." 

Mr. A. M. Green arguedforthe Resolution, and was of the opinion 
that Mr. Garrison's position against Mr. Douglass eonki not be other- 
wise than an evidence that he was either behind the limes unknowingly 
or from a lack of effort to keep up with the events through which we 
are passing. He believed the right to vote belonged to every native 
born citizen in the country, and inquired why Mr. Garrison did not 
come out and put his finger on the objectionable features in General 
Banks' manner of reconstruction. He was not in furor of denouncing 
Garrison, but let us express our sorrow at what we believe to bo a 
false position. 

Mr. D. D. Turner said there arc two clnsscs of rights, one natural 
and the other conventional, and he thought the right lo vote belonged 
tothelatter class. His belief was, that, the Anti-Slarvry Society had 
been organized for n special purpose, the abqlisbroen! of Slavery, and 
when that object was ochicvod their work of course ceases. 

Mr. William D. Forten stated, in answer to Mr. Turner, that the 
whole (juestioi before the An ti- Slavery Society, at lac time referred 
to, was the reco mt ruction of Louisiana, and they cculd consistcitly 
have given expression to their objections to some of ; ts features. 
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The Resolution waa then adopted. 

Prof. George B. Vashon, Chairmnn of Business Committee, pre- 
sented an Address, which may be found in the Appendix, and the fol- 
lowing Preamble and Resolutions. They were adopted on motion of 
Mr. William Cooper. 

Whereas, A great and bloody civil war has been raging in this 
country for nearly four years, destructive of the peace, prosperity and 
happiness of the American people ; and 

Whereas, Every offer of compromise and all terms of peace sug- 
gested from the beginning of the contest have been utterly abortive 
and have failed to secure even a short cessation of hostilities, for the 
purpose of reconstruction and compromise ; and 

Wberiab, We have distinctly seen the arm of God made bare in 
leading the nation through this sea of blood to a higher civilization 
and a more holy and God-approved religion : — 

1st. By the emancipation of the District of Columbia and all 
other territories of the United States from the dark barbarism of 
Slavery ; 

2d. By emancipating all escaping slaves, and fixing a penalty upen 
all officers who returned said slaves from oar lines to their masters ■ 

3d. By emancipating the slaves of all States in rebellion, on the 
first of January, 1863; 

4th. By revoking the infamous decision of the late incumbent of 
of tho Supreme Court of the United States, whereby colored men are 
declared citizens of the same ; 

5tb. By the enlistment of thousands of colored men in the army 
and navy of the United States, thus practically setting beyond nil 
doubt the opinion of Attorney- General Bates in regard to their citi- 
zenship, etc.; 

6th. By equalizing the pay and compensation of the U. S. Colored 
Troops, and providing for the freedom and security of their families ; 

7th. By the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Law ; the xecent 
adoption of a new article in the Constitution forever prohibiting Sla- 
very or Involuntary Servitude throughout the United Slates, and the 
endorsement of all these by an overwhelming vote of the people at 
the late Presidential election ; all of which points with unerring cer- 
tainty to the wisdom and power of God in subverting the power and 
contraverting the wicked machinations of the pro-slavery propagan- 
dists throughout tho country ; Therefore 
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Resolved, That it is the duty of the American people, viewed in 
the light of all past history and the Divine revelations, to recognize 
the mysterious hand of God in vindication of His own righteous will 
and in verification of the prophetic injunction, "to unloose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed 
go free, and that ye break every yoke," and, that a full and entire 
submission to these demands, is the only means left us for a peaceful 
reconstruction of the Union, and the future peace and prosperiiy of 
the country. 

Rcsolued l That the recent emancipation of Maryland, Missouri and 
other slave Stales, by the vote of the people of these States themselves, 
influenced alone by the force and power of thesj truths, is an exam- 
ple worthy of the imitation of the people of the free States in freeing 
the colored people from the prejudice and breakingthe political yokes 
which shackle them in nearly every loyal State in the Union. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three, consisting of Messrs. 
OOTATIUS V. CATTO, ALFRED M. GREEN, 

JOSEPH C- BUSTILL, 
be appointed to revise, correct and publish the proceedings of this 
Convention for general distribution. 

Setolccd, That this Convention return its sincere thanks to its officers 
for the manner in which they have conducted its business, and to the 
citizens of Ilarrisbnrg who have so kindly and generally extended their 
eountennnce and hospitalities to the members during its session. 

On motion of Mr. James R. Gordon the money in the hands of the 
Finance Committee was paid over to the publishing Committee, and 
the State League authorized to determine the number of minutes to 
be published and supervise their distribution. 

After a few eloquent and feeling remarks from the President, on 
the solemnity of the occasion of our parting, and expressing the hope 
that our labors had not been in vain, the Convention, at 4 o'clock P. 
IX. , adjourned sine dit. 
Attest, 

OCTATIUSV. CATTO,) 

REDMAN FAUSKTT, Sk'RLiaiiies. 

ALEX. T. HAItlUS. \ 
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MASS MEETING 



STATE EQUAL RIGHTS' LEAGUE. 



Friday Evening, February lOtb, 1365. 

At an early hour the Cbarch was crowded by the audience waiting 
for the organization of an adjourned meeting of the State Equal 
Rights' League. 

Rev. John Peck, President of the League called the house to order 
at 7 ! o'clock. After the singing of a hymn, the Rev. TV. J. Alston 
offered an earnest prayer for the success of the League and the 
achievement of its aims. 

Mr. A. 51. Green then presented the following Preamble and Res- 
olution, which, upon motion of the Rev. Joseph A. Nelson, were 
unanimously adopted. 

Whebias, The objects and aims of the StateEqual Eights' League 
and the Equal Eights' Convention of the colored people of Pennsyl- 
vania, are one and identical ; and whereas, these objects are best 
promoted by a consolidation of all the interests of our people throughout 
the State, especially those now assembled in Convention j therefore, 
Resolnd, That the members of t!ii3 Convention be declared mem- 
^r- of the State Equal Bights' League, for one year, and that by a 
Compliance with sections fir-t and tenth of the constitution, they may 
rominu'j th-iir connection therewith a; long as desin.-<l by the tiusiliari-- 
or subordinate organizations which they may be alerted to represent 

Mr. Jos. C. Buitill read tlrt Constitution of the State League, as i'. 
U with Mr. Green's Resolution appended. 
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The Rev. W.J. Alston was the first speaker inirodueed, aud began by 
stating that a short time ago the word colonization raised the tiger in 
him and made him foci like taking up the sword. But there had come 
over him a change, and he was now a colonization ist as it applied to 
the occupancy of the Soutnern States by the colored people. He taw 
through the freeing of Maryland the gate by which the whole 119,000 
square miles of southern territory would be opened to the colored 
people. He urged upon the people unity, concord and action. The 
speech was well received and frequently applauded. 

Mr. J. J. Wright spoke next. His opinion was that this Conven- 
tion could very consistently preach the funeral sermon of slavery. 
He insisted that we should lose no time, or neglect no opportunity to 
show forth our rights and make plain the claims upon whic'.i we de- 
mand then, and he believed thatouraims would be ultimately success- 
ful. The speech was replete with argument, wit and humor, and de- 
fied all attempts at our reporting it; the vast audience testified their 
appreciation of it by round after round of deafening applau.-e. 

Mr. Octavius V. Catto was then introduced and said that in the 
midst of these wildly excited times there were, at least occasional 
thoughts crowding upon us which like the flashes in the dark sky would 
lijiht up some of the dark phases of the present crisis. Ha met the 
assertion of our inferiority hy claiming that we had as many Frederick 
Douglasses as the whites had Sumners, as many Bannekcrs as they 
had Mitchells, and as many Vashons as they had Anthons. He was 
of the opinion that the political horizon is not clear while Banks is 
mis-construcling Louisiana, Germans commanding Germ ins, even 
Irishmen commanding Irishmen, and Negroes not allowed to command 
Xegroes. He thought wc should call without ceasing npon thcelcrgy 
and all who follow them in communion to vindicate the principles of 
Christianity; upon the Bench and Bar to vindicate the piineiplcs of 
their profession ; upon the Tress with its great influence ; %nd upon 
Congress and the Administration to lend us their aid in a cause so 
just, so reasonable and so necessary, as the possession of e.pi-il rights 
without regard to color. And he believed that while our gitot ar- 
mies moved on to victory the nation would move on to jus'.ice. The 
speech was frequently applauded. 

Uev. Elisha Weaver addressed a few remarks to the assemblage, 
and urged the people to a union in their labors and the i.ecc-siiy of 
encouraging one another in business. 



Mr. Joseph C. Bustill then, on behalf of the ladies of Harrisliurg, 
reminded the delegates of the collation awaiting thon in tlie basement 
of the Church. The meeting was then adjonrned and dismissed with 
the benediction by the President. The vast assembly slowly, and with 
evident feelings and demonstrations of the deep interest which had 
been awakened in their minds, wended their way from the Church, 
presenting an interesting and encouraging spectacle. 
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APPENDIX. 



A FEW OF THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED SUGGESTING 
THE NECESSITY FOR HOLDING THE CONVENTION. 

1st. It is the duty of any people who have grievances and wrongs 
to be redressed, to exercise themselves in their own behalf; and we 
would be unworthy of the notice or consideration of those to whom 
we appeal, if we possessed no energy, or intelligence, and refused to 
exert every faculty we possess, and embrace every opportunity within 
our reach to emancipate ourselves from disfranchisement in the State 
and on the soil upon which we were born. 

2d. The old proverb so often applied to us, 

" Hereditary bondsmen I knowyenot 
Who would be free themselves must strike the blow t " 
is most faithfully borne out in the more recent motto of the people of 
this country, that " self-reliance is the sure road to Independence ;" 
and while wc accept the application of the former, we feel in duty 
bound to adopt the practice of the latter, so fur at least, as the means 
and opportunity arc at hand. 

3. We believe that no people have greater reason to complain, or 
have suffered greater and more frequent cruelties and injustice, or re- 
ceived less consideration for long and faithful services in promoting 
the general interests of the State, or have been more patient, law- 
abiding and discreet, than have been the colored people of the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

4th. We, as a class, are not merely adopted or naturalized citizens 
of this State ; our residence therein and our connection with t in; his- 
tory thereof began with us, as with our forefathers, at the time of 
our birth. In the pursuits of manual labor and commercial enterprise. 
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we began with tlie Statu itself; and from the time of the revolution, 
Ilia noble defence of our frontier and the defeat at J ted Bank of an 
enemy flushed with exultation at the prospect of the speedy fall of 
Pennsylvania's chief commercial city, we have ever been, to the inter- 
est and honor of our State, as true as the needle to the pole, never 
wavering, never changing, never deserting her cause, even when many 
of her most highly favored children have turned their backs upon her 
Mod united their destiny with that of her wayward sisters in rebellion. 

5th. We, at one time, enjoyed onr suffrages in this State, and met 
but little of the cruel prejudice that now meets us at every step we 
make in the direction of human progress. A prejudice barring 
against ns the doors of your public libraries, of your colleges of 
science, of your popular lecture rooms, of your military academies, of 
your jury boxes, of your ballot boxes, of your churches, of your 
theatres, and even of your common street cars ; and knowing all this 
to be the direct result of the defunct system of barbarism — American 
Slavery — we now ask that, as yon have slain the cansc with the 
rebellion, yon give ns security against the continuance of the effect, 
as manifested in the existence of these inhuman prejudices and pro- 
hibitions. 

6th. While nearly every State in the Union is moving in the di- 
rection, not only of arming its colored population, but also of securing 
them their rights of citizenship, it is the duty of the people of Pennsylva- 
nia, she having sent more colored men than any two States to the field, 
to take such action as shall do justice to these soldiers and their friends, 
and at the same time do honor and credit to the State they represent. 

Tth. Our duty to the brave men who have represented us and you 
upon many a well contested field of mortal strife, onr duty to the 
dear ones they have left behind, and to the glorious cause they serve, 
demand our earnest and untiring efforts towards procuring lor our- 
selves and for them, full indemnity for the past, compensation for the 
present, and security for the future : and we believe that in so doing 
we cannot bnt have the approbation of all good men, and the support 
and direction of that arm and wisdom which are mightier than the 
power of man. 

8th. With these views then we come to you, and wc ask of you a 
calm and patient hearing, that when our cause is properly before you, 
we may rest assured that you will do your part earnestly and faithfully 
as christian men and women, who believe in the practice and exercise 
of virtue and piety, and in the common brotherhood of the human race 
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ADDRESS 

OF TUB 

COLORED STATE CONVENTION 

TO THE 

PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 



Fellow-Citizins : — 

We, the colored people of Pennsylvania in Convention assembled 
at Harrisburg on the 8th, 9th and 10th of February, 18fi5, viewing 
the complex state and condition of affairs, and of public sentiment in 
our State, deem it our duty to present to you our grievances, our suf- 
ferings, and the outrages heaped upon us because of our helpless and 
disqualified position for self-defence, resulting, as we think we can 
prove, from no greater canse than our long nud unjust political dis- 
franchisement. 

We do not come to you in the spirit of reproach fulness and denun- 
ciation ; neither do we feet in pleading for equal rights without regard 
to complexions! differences, that we are in the least degree selfish. Nor 
do wc in any respect seek to lower the standard of refinement, intelli- 
gence or honor among the great aid loyal pc >ple of the Common width 
of Pennsylvania, by urging at this time these questions upon your 
consideration. On the contrary, we would view if possible, ihu 
brightest side of the picture we have to present, and j;ivc tn our be- 
loved State all honor and credit possible, in this hour of universal 
rejoicing over ilie rapid strides our great naii'in i* luliinir in the dii'o-- 
lioti of universal emancipation and equality before the law. 



a 

We would plead Tor an equality that would recognize all men as 
created equal, and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, among which are " life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness," 
believing that to secure these blessings governments were instituted 
among men, and that when they fail to secure, or seek to subvert these 
principles, they should no longer exist, but should become extinct or 
be so revolutionized as to promise these blessings, and not despotism 
as the recompense to their subjects for loyalty and devotion to the 
interests and prosperity of the State. 

We believe that, in this country, to elevate the standard of political 
equality in favor of the one and only disfranchised portion of the in- 
habitants of the republic, is indeed but another word for securing 
to all the present and future population of the entire continent, those 
blessings of refinement, intelligence, and honor which having hung 
tremblingly in the balance of God's eternal truth, weighed and found 
wanting, are now passing through the fiery furnace of a fierce and bloody 
reroln iuo. 

We recognize, and most gratefully acknowledge the Old Keystone 
State as among the first to strike off the fetters of slavery from the 
shaekled limbs of ber colored people. We turn with the most pleasant 
emotions to that day in the history of Pennsylvania, upon which the 
inscription upou the bell (still enshirned within the sacred temple of 
our liberty — Independence Hall) "proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land, unto all the inhabitants thereof," was the universal sentiment of 
the people of our Sta-e. We give full faith and credit to the sentiment 
advanced in the 9th artktle, 1st and 2d sections of our State Constitu- 
tion, which declare 

1st. That nil men arc born equally free and independent, andhave 
certain inherent and indefatigable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing and 
protecting property and reputation, and of pursuing their own happi- 
ness. 

2d. That all power is inherent in the people, and all free govern- 
ments are founded on their authority, and instituted fur their peace 
safety and happiness. For the advancement of those ends, they have 
at all times, an inalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform or 
abolish their government, in such a manner as they think proper. 

We remember with feelings of both joy and sorrow, that the 
lime once was, in the history of our State (before the eucroaching 
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spirit and domineering power of tlio slave oligarchy Lad subverted or 
controlled the pulpit, press and furum of almost every State iu the 
TJuion) that all men were in reality recognized as entitled to the en- 
joyment of these indefeasible aud inalienable rights. But through the 
dominant power of this crude and most barbarous institution, every 
light and every instinct, whether inherent or conventional, has been 
assailed and trampled under foot and crushed out of the black man 
whenever possible to reach him, over the broad expanse of our coun- 
try. We have been bunted and driven from State to State, by the 
the most cruel enactments, and have been abused, insulted, and dis- 
graced wherever found, through and by the influence and power of 
that monster which having bloated itself by reveling in our blood and 
tears for more than three centuries upon the continent and adjacent 
islands, now rolls itself in defiant gluttony in the blood and treasure of 
your brightest and noblest youth and your unexampled prosperity of 
more than half a century. 

We have borne our disfranchisement patiently. We have calmly 
submitted to the most wicked and outrageous treatment at the hands 
of persons, who, in the hour of National trial and Slate invasion, have 
deserted your cause, and even invited the enemy to your doors, and 
given him aid aud comfort in the work of sacking your homes and 
murdering your children, brethren and fathers. We barely escaped 
the horrid massacre st Detroit, New York, and other places, because 
of the active measures taken by the National government to protect 
us against our own irresponsible population of rebel sympathizers 
and those whom they had invited from other parts of the country to 
fan and feed the fire of rebellion, andinaguratu a counter revolution 
throughout the entire North. 

Th? State authorities of Pennsylvania, with a loyal population of 
liyal colored people numbering a fraction less than sixty thousand, 
(00,000) through the cruel, prescriptive policy of our State Govern- 
ment toward her colored people, were as perfectly piwerless for their 
own protection as for ours. Iu the day when the keepers of the house 
trembled, and strong men bowed themselves, when the doors were shut 
in the streets, and the sound of the griudiug was low, andineniose up 
at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music were brought 
low, — when the foot of the rebel horde polluted and desecrati'd our 
soil, plundered otir towns and villages, threatened our State Capitol, 
and loosed the silver cord of thousands of our best aud bravest youn<* 
men at Gettysburg, aud men were afraid of that which was high, and 



and (Ue grasshopper had bc-nnw a Imrden,— when, instead of the 
music of the organ and ihe riinreli choir, our churches were turned 
into general recruiting offices, and drums and trumpets and the clash 
of swords greeted the ear. even Ihen, so firm a hold had the power 
and loflnenoa of the accursed iustitution (that was pouring out the 
nation's blood in streams) upon the hearts of our people, and bo in- 
tatuated were they by the seething, poisonous prejudice distilled by 
i>s despotic power and diffused throughout the land, that the color- 
ed people of the State, rushing by hundred, to the scene of danger 
the field of death, were coldly denied the right to strike one blow 
even for their own defense or yours, under sanction and by authority 
of the State Government. ' 

Now how does this action comport with section 21st, article 9th of 
onr State Constitution which says, *' the right of the citizens to bear 
arms in defence of themselves and the State, shall not be questioned!" 
It may be assumed that the word "citizens" shuts us out from this 
privilege, since some claim that we are not citizens, and not eligible to 
become so on account of color. 

We would not insult you by attempting to argue before the world 
at this day and hour the barbarity of such a proposition. If such 
statues have been passed they are contrary to the letter and spirit of 
our Constitutions, both State and Federal. It cannot be true that 
color renders us ineligible to bear arms and to exercise the right of 
suffrage. 

Article 3d, section 1st, middle clause of our State Constitution reads 
thus, "but a citizen of the United States, who had previously been a 
qualified voter of this State, and removed therefrom and returned, and 
who shall have resided in the election district, and shall have paid taxes 
as aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote, after residing in the State six 
months." Now this is precisely the condition of hundreds of colored 
people of the State of Pennsylvania to-day. We deem it a work of 
supererogation to argue our right to citizenship in the United States. 
AH things rise in proof of this now generally conceded opinion. The 
thousands of brethren in the army aud navy fully recognized as citizen 
soldiers,— the sentence, "no person except a natural born citizen" 
found in article 2d, section Cth uf our Federal Constitution, together 
with the opinion of Attorney.Gcucral Bates, go so far in establishing 
this point beyond question, that we will not attempt to argue it. 
Equally clear is ihe fact that colored men have been qualified voters 
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of this Slate, and in every sense filled the requirements of article 3d, 
section 1st of our Constitution. How then can it be affirmed, even by 
authority of our amended Constitution, that color is the bar to our 
eligibility to citizenship in this State 1 

And even if no concede the point here raised, for argument's sake, 
there is sufficient in article 9th, section 1st of our Constitution, to en- 
title us to bear arms in defense of ourselves and the State, and quite 
enough in section 3d of the same article, to entitle us to such alterations 
or reforms of our statute laws, or even of the Constitution itself, as 
shall secure to us the rights of full citizenship within the State, and 
perfect equality before the law. 

But we repeat that all this is attributable to the firm power with 
which 'the despotic and controlling institution of slavery ruled the 
north on all questions touching the conditions and interests of their 
colored population. Having yielded every point demanded by the 
south, up to their treasonable seizure of the national property and 
murder of the national troops, the remuneration of Pennsylvania has 
been to be styled "mudsills," "cowardly yankee pimps," and to have 
their soil dishonored, and their people pillaged and murdered by these 
minions of the despotic system who, like ravenous wolves, have made 
our State their hunting ground for nearly three years. 

We have never yet been secure in onr persons, houses, papers and 
possessions, from unreasonable searches and seizures, as warranted to 
all persons under the State Constitution. When tried by accusation 
*efore our State Courts, it has been almost impossible to secure an iui 
partial jury of the vicinage where persons of the opposite complexion 
are parties of the suit ; and h) no case can it bo claimed that we are 
tried, and judgment rendered by our peers. 

All these disadvantage have contributed to rivet the shackles of 
prejudice and political slavery upon us, and throw ua upon the mercy 
of thoso who know no mercy even up to this very hour of national ca- 
lamity and moral revolution. Since, then all this is attributable to 
the power and prejudice fostered and maintained as the direct result of 
slavery, why should it not now cease ? Slavery is now dead. Mary- 
land, Missouri, Tennessee, West Virginia, and even Old Kentucky will 
yet give the world aspeotaclo of wealth, prosperity and happiness under 
the new regime, well worthy of patronage by all their free sisters of 
the republic. 

Slavery dead throughout the land, — black men declared to be citi- 
zens of the United States, and marching by tens of thousands on field 
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and flood against this monstrous rebellion, the common enemy of God 
and man—fighting, bleeding, dying in defense of our Constitution and 
the maintenance of onr law. Can it be possible that loyal Pennsylva- 
nia will still suffer herself to be dishonored by refusing to acknowledge 
or to guarantee citizenship to those who have suffered so much, andstill 
been foremost among her own sons in defending their country and the 
interests of the State against treason and rebellion 1 Is it not our duty 
to ask in tbe name of justice, in the name of humanity, in the name of 
those whose bones whiten the battle-fields of the south, that every bar 
to our political enfranchisement be now and forever removed t Do this, 
and all other evils and outrages will disappear as the dews of morning 
melt before the morning sun. 

We have omitted many, very many acts of barbarity and inhuman 
aggressions made upon us by tho dominant race (and which are as com- 
monly perpetrated as though the laws of the land laid tbe obligation 
upon those who inflict them to do so) because we believe you are well 
aware of the facts yourselves, and because we believe that every sense 
of justice and honor stands out in the vindication of our claims without 
further argument or encroachment npon jonr time. We have come 
together to consult and advise with each other upon these questions of 
vital interest to ourselves and our country, and having canvassed all 
the ground, we have concluded to present onr desires, our hopes, our 
claims to justice, before you, and in the sincere anxiety of our hearts, 
we ask a calm and careful consideration of the whole subject of our 
disfranchisement, and our suffering originating therefrom; and having 
given it this, we have no doubt but that truth, justice, honor, and the 
security, prosperity and happiness of our State will aid you in arriving 
at such conclusions as shall vouchsafe to us those blessings so long de- 
nied us, and for which, above all other considerations, our Constitution 
and government were formed. 

When, after continued refusals of both State and Federal authorities, 
it was found necessary to arm and muster the colored men of Pennsyl- 
vania as United States soldiers, we were urged to enlist, ignoring the 
question of pay, bounty, and every other consideratinn that was pre- 
sented as an inducement to white men to enlist, because it was claimed 
that it was our duty, discarding all other considerations, to help our 
brethren of the south to their freedom. On this consideration, more 
than twelve thousand (12,000) men have been enlisted and sent from 
onr State to swell the ranks of the Federal army. Many of these n 
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Prcsident. Pennsyl vania still calls for volunteers to fill Lor quota >-f 
the late call. She aska her colored men now as before to as-i-t iu t!..> 
overthrow of the rebellion. But we answer, " what is our reward : " 
We tell you now, as you told us at first, that pecuniary interests are of 
minor importance compared with freedom and our enfranchisement. 
We have the admission on all sides, that the question of slavery is set- 
tled. Slavery is dead to all intents and purposes. This is the admis- 
sion of the confederate authorities themselves. 

We have even seen and heard the representatives of slave States 
demanding, not only freedom but enfranchisement for their colored 
people, during the past year. Witness Maryland, Missouri, Tennessee 
and Louisiana, and mark the recent action of the State of Illinois in 
the rapeal of her black laws. Have we not equal claims upon tho 
people of our State ? Can you ask us now to aid us to secure your 
own freedom and interests against the fearful assault made upon them, 
without promising us an equivalent equal to what you, by a vote of 
great significance, guaranteed to the soldiers during the past year ? 

Colored men arc no longer fighting for the freedom of the slaves in 
the south. They are fighting for the Union, the Constitution and the 
enforcement of your laws ; and wo ask you, fellow-citizens, to see to 
it, that our rights and interests be regarded in this respect : that no 
more fear may be entertained of the overthrow of our .National Gov- 
ernment by the toleration of the plotters of treason, to tho exclusion 
of true loyalists, and State interests made insecure by traitors in our 
, midst armed with bullets aud ballots to do us mischief, while our loyal 
colored people, as a measure of State policy are denied the use of both. 
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Presented to the Legislature.— February, 1865. 



To the Iloncrable Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met. 

Gentlemen : — 

Your memorialists, Citizens of Pennsylvania, bat disfranchised on 
account of their color, — having met in Convention to consider their 
grievances, would, in behalf of themselves and their follows, reiterate 
the oft made Jlpptal, that you would tlo them justice . 

In respectfully urging you thus to act, they would remind you that, 
at one time, men of Color were acknowledged as Citizens, under the 
Laws of Pennsylvania, and possessed all the political franchises which 
were enjoyed by their white Fellow Citizens. But nearly thirty 
years ago, the Supremo Court of the State, decided that this class of 
persons were not included in the terra " Freemen," as it was employed 
iu the Constitution of 1190 ;— that consequently they were not Citi- 
zens, and therefore had no legal title to the enjoyment of the elective 
franchise. 

Subsequently, an amendment of the State Constitution debarred 
colored men from any claim to that privilege which they might base 
upon the wording of that document. Here then, was a blow aimed 
not at any immunity which they might enjoy as Citizens, hut at the 
very citadel of their Citizenship itself. Now your memorialists arc not 
insensible of the importance of this right of Citizenship. 

They know how sacredly it has been prized by all Nations and in all 
ages. They are conscious, that it U now as ever, a Palladium confer- 
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